
  

Citizenship : facts

For the participants to these workshops the citizenship it's :

- A large subject, 
- Assume his daily life, 
- Laws and morality which the citizen has to follow,
- Live together, 
- Be part of a city, a country or a nation,
- Be involve in the futur of his country,
- Be part of a civil society, with rights and duties,

- The citizens, it is everybody,

- A citizen can have a different nationality but as soon as he chooses to live 
in a country, he has to follow the laws and in the rules. 
The rules it's the customs that our parents teached us.



  

About European citizenship:
It's still to build because today we have the feeling that we have only an 
Europe of trade and economic.

There are positive points with the opening of the borders within the Schengen 
area.

But there is a lack of information to feel European citizen : we don't know  
what that means, we don't know what means Europe.

We have the feeling to just have to accept what is coming from Europe. 

You can feel European citizen but felt excluded because of lack of information 
and lack concrete things. 

However, a participant says that when she is in Algeria, she feels European 
citizen. 

So, the main problem is that people do not feel European. We saw last 
Sunday citizens think fisrt on their national context. In France, citizens voted 
for or against the President of the Republic, but not for or against Europe. 

Do we have to make voting compulsory as it is the case in Belgium ?



  

Citizenship : reaction of the 
European Commission
Following these workshops, we presented the results of our discussions to the 
representative of the European Commission in Marseille.

He responded to our comments first on the theme " What brings Europe to me 
as an European citizen? " .

First, he reminded us that Europe aimed to ensure that all European citizens 
are living in a democratic country  (Article 2 of the European constitution ).

We have specific rights that are often overlooked, including:

- The right to vote for MEPs, anywhere you are in Europe,
- The right of petition,
- The right to apply to the European Ombudsman,
- The right to participate in public consultations of the European Commission on 
internet



  

Citizenship : reaction of the European Commission 

- The right to travel in Europe,

- The right to work in all European countries and Romanians have the right to 
work in any country Europe since January 2014,

- The right to consular protection of other European countries, anywhere in the 
world,

Also , since the Treaty of Lisbon :

- We can participate in the selection of the European Commission President,

- We can launch a European citizens' initiative. She must gather 1 million 
signatures from at least 7 European countries to be studied by the European 
Commission. In this case the European Commission must formally respond. 

This possibility responds particularly to the question " Does the European 
citizen can propose laws ? ".



  

Several comments were made by the participants :

● About our feeling on UE 

It's looks well organized, but UE remember us a kind of « Babylone ».

We have already some difficulties to be unified in each country how to 
manage it with 28 countries. 

● The advantages: 

We feel that UE works only for "nomads" because we have only benefits 
when we are travelling. In our daily life, we do not see the advantage of 
being European citizens.

● About the European construction: 

For us, UE was created only economic reasons to allow exchange of 
money.

Overall, participants are wondering on the UE futur and how build a more 
social UE.

European goals and institutions 



  

About their knowledge on the UE institution

For the group there is :

● The parliament,

● The European Central Bank,

● The European Council,

● The European Court of Human Rights,

● The European Commission ,

On the Functioning of the European Union :

Group members highlight again the feeling of "Babylon" on Europe , 
where we only see chaos and no specific futur.

They also indicated the lack of democracy in the functioning of the 
European Commission. For  example, European citizens can't vote to 
choice members of the commission.



  

Questions the group asked :
● How is the vote at UE level (majority ?)
● How are working the elections at the European 

parliament ?
● Is Europe is in charge of industry ? (And how ?)
● -Why is not the parliament that proposes laws ?
● Does EU law is superior to national law?
● What is the role of the European Court of Human 

Rights ?



  

UE : reaction of the European Commission 

The European Union works like every european stats : 

• An executive body : 
The European Commission with representatives of each member state (one 
Commissioner per member state, Commissioner can not combine two terms, 5-
years terms).

● Legislative power:
- The European parliament, since 1979, is elected directly from citizens.
- The Council of Ministers of each country of the European Union.

●  Judicial power: The European Court of Justice 

The European Commission proposes laws then negotiates with the European 
Parliament, these two bodies have so an equivalent power. 
The European Parliament has the ability to dissolve the European 
Commission. 
Also, the French Constitution takes over EU legislation but there may be 
change in the French Constitution.



  

Harmonizing regulations

During our discussions, a large part the group shared concerns about 
the harmonization of regulations across Europe.

Group members feel that the harmonization of different regulations 
among Europe is using countries where they are weakest.

They are worried that a certain leveling down of social gains. 

Several examples are given to illustrate this situation :

- The minimum salary in Germany is 7.50 euros per hour and we 
believe, that is, the French minimum salary will have to deacrease ti 
this level.

- Health insurance 

There is a rumor running on a project to save money for health 
insurance. They want stob reimbursement of the 3 first  consultations. 
We think this idea comes from Europe.



  

European commission response

Europe sets minimum standards but it is up to each country to set its 
own rules.

Most of the cases Europe provides guidance but it is up to each 
country to adapt this principe. 

While many states makes us that believe that it is the only European 
Union who decides. 

Often we accuse Europe to force us when rules when UE gives us 
only general guidelines and it's often governments who go further. 

Example : forbidden stool for young at work



  

Proposition on information

 
● There should be more public meetings on UE, 

● The media should better inform citizens about 
the European Union (functionning, utility, skills, 
…).

● We should talk and exchange on Europe from 
the school.



  

Propositions for more democracy

● There should be a vote for Commissioners as is the case for 
example in municipal elections in Marseille where voting also 
elected to the urban community.

● Heads of elections lists in parliament could become 
Commissioner for example.



  

Proposition for regulation

We must follow the example of what is the best 
in each field or each country for harmonize 
situations in Europe.
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